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oils from Antioch, Alexandria and Trapezunt and brought them
to Constantinople, Thessalonica and Cherson. Already in the
tenth century Trapezunt was an important emporium for the
drugs of India and Arabia and for Persian perfumes. The Greeks,
however, purchased these luxuries only for home consumption,
which was large, without distributing them farther to other nations.

From the tenth to the fifteenth centuries, the commerce of
the Mediterranean was conducted principally by Italian cities.
In the tenth and eleventh centuries Bari, Salerno, Naples, Gae'ta,
and above all Amalfi, Pisa and Venice were the principal
commercial centres. The Levant commerce, which was in its
prime from the twelfth to the fifteenth century centered in Venice
and Genoa. In the Levant itself, at the time of the crusades
during the twelfth and thirteenth centuries, Acre on the Palestine
coast was the most important commercial port. When this city,
the last one held by the Christians, likewise fell into the hands of
the Mohammedans in 1291, Famagusta on Cyprus, and, for a
longer period, Lajazza on the bay of Alexandretta, became the
commercial centres of the Levant up to the fifteenth century.
The latter port was the junction for the western merchants with
those coming from Asia.

Toward the end of the thirteenth century, the cities of
Bagdad and Basra on the Euphrates, lost their commercial
supremacy which they held for several centuries to Tebriz, the
new rising capital of Persia near the Caspian sea. When Egypt
in the thirteenth and fourteenth centuries began to levy a high
toll on the finer Indian spices and aromatics, the land trans-
portation was deviated more and more through Persia via Bagdad
and Tebriz to Lajazzo and Trapezunt.

During the fourteenth century, the island port Ormuz in
the Persian gulf became an emporium for the westward-bound
goods from India and Ceylon. It maintained this position until
its capture by the Portugese at the beginning of the sixteenth
century. The more important ports along the western coast of
India at that time were Mangalore, Calicut and Quilon. Ginger,
cinnamon, cardamoms, pepper, cloves, nutmegs, sandalwood,
lignaloes, indigo, etc., were brought to these ports from the
interior. From the Chinese ports and the East Indian islands
large importations of these and similar drugs were received.